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Russian forces made minor but steady advances both from Izyum and in continued 
assaults along the line of contact in eastern Ukraine on April 27. Russian forces took several 
small towns directly west of Izyum in the past 24 hours. While this line of advance takes Russian 
forces away from their main objective of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, they likely intend to outflank 
Ukrainian defensive positions on the highways to Barvinkove and Slovyansk. Russian forces made 
several small advances in eastern Ukraine; Russia’s increasing concentration of artillery assets is 
likely enabling these tactical advances. Russian forces are advancing methodically in several sectors 
but have achieved no notable breakthroughs. The capability of Russian forces to encircle large groups 
of Ukrainian forces remains in doubt. 


The Kremlin continued to prepare for a likely false-flag missile attack against the 
Moldovan territory of Transnistria, which is illegally occupied by Russian forces. 
Russian proxies in Transnistria falsely claimed Ukrainian forces are preparing to attack Transnistria, 
and Ukrainian intelligence reported Russian forces are preparing to conduct a missile strike on 
Transnistria and blame Ukraine. Russian and Transnistrian forces also increased their readiness for 
possible operations in the last 24 hours. Russia may intend to involve Transnistria in the war in 
Ukraine to utilize Transnistria’s (limited) reserve forces or to launch attacks and shell Ukraine from 
Transnistrian territory. The Kremlin may alternatively seek to destabilize Moldova itself to raise 
tensions in Moldova and neighboring Romania and put additional pressure on NATO, possibly 
seeking to reduce Western military support to Ukraine either by diverting NATO forces to Romania or 
threatening a wider escalation. 


Russian forces are stepping up “filtration measures” in occupied territories and 
abducting Ukrainian citizens, likely for use in future prisoner exchanges. Ukraine’s Main 
Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on April 27 that Russian forces are conducting large-scale 
“filtration measures” in Kharkiv, Zaporizhia, Kherson, Mykolaiv, Luhansk, and Donetsk Oblasts.! The 
“filtration” targets men of military age, former military and law enforcement personnel, and pro- 
Ukrainian activists for interrogation, torture, and possible execution. The GUR reported Russian 
forces are additionally shipping Ukrainian hostages to Crimea to “replenish the exchange fund,” 
seeking to exchange Ukrainian civilians for Russian military prisoners in future prisoner swaps. The 
GUR additionally speculated that Russian forces may be preparing to use Ukrainian civilians to 
portray Prisoners of War in May goth Victory Day celebrations, noting that Russian forces conducted 
similar propaganda efforts in Donetsk in 2014. 


Ukrainian forces likely conducted drone or possibly missile strikes on Russian logistics 
centers in Belgorod and Voronezh on April 27. Russian sources and social media reported 
multiple explosions early on April 27, which Ukrainian Presidential Advisor Mikhail Podolyak later 
euphemistically confirmed were Ukrainian strikes, stating Russian cities cannot “sit out” the invasion 
of Ukraine and “the disarmament of the Belgorod-Voronezh warehouses is a natural process.” 
Ukrainian forces will likely conduct further cross-border strikes to disrupt Russian logistics, which the 
Kremlin will likely falsely frame as an escalation or somehow a war crime. 
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Key Takeaways 


Concentrated artillery is likely enabling limited Russian advances in eastern 
Ukraine, though Russian forces continue to struggle to break through prepared 
Ukrainian defenses. 

Russian forces funneled additional reinforcements and tactical missile units into 
the Izyum front and made minor advances. Russian forces are likely attempting 
to bypass Ukrainian forces on the road to Barvinkove by advancing directly west 
before pivoting southwards in the coming days. 

Heavy Russian bombardment and continued assaults failed to make headway 
against Ukrainian defenders in Mariupol’s Azovstal plant, even as Russian forces 
reportedly prepared to stage a press tour in the occupied areas of the city on April 
28. 

Russian forces around Kherson are likely preparing for a renewed push to 
capture the entirety of Kherson Oblast in the coming days but Ukrainian 
counterattacks continue to disrupt Russian operations in the area. 

Russian occupation forces continued preparations to announce the creation of a 
Russian proxy “Kherson People’s Republic” (KNR) amid widespread Ukrainian 
resistance. 

The Kremlin may be preparing to either bring Transnistria into the war in 
Ukraine or destabilize Moldova itself to put additional pressure on NATO. 


We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because those activities are well- 
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and population and specifically on 
combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian violations of the 
laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not 
describe them in these reports. 
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks 
against but do not control. 
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ISW has updated its assessment of the four primary efforts Russian forces are engaged 
in at this time: 

e Main effort—Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate supporting efforts); 

e Supporting effort 1—Kharkiv and Izyum; 

e Supporting effort 2—Southern axis; 

e Supporting effort 3—Sumy and northeastern Ukraine. 


Main effort— Eastern Ukraine 


Subordinate Main Effort—Mariupol (Russian objective: Capture Mariupol and reduce 
the Ukrainian defenders) 


Russian forces continued ground and air assaults against Ukrainian defenders in Mariupol’s Azovstal 
Steel Plant on April 27. The Ukrainian military reported Russian forces continued to conduct a high 
tempo of air strikes against Ukrainian defenders, including by Tu-22M3 strategic bombers. Advisor 
to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andryushchenko and the commander of the Ukrainian 36th Marine 
Brigade separately reported that Russian forces continued ground assaults on the Azovstal facility and 
that Ukrainian forces are running low on food, water, and ammunition.4 


Russian forces are also stepping up occupation and “filtration” measures in Mariupol to consolidate 
control of the city and turn it into a propaganda victory.5 Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate 
(GUR) reported that the Kremlin will hold a press tour in Mariupol on April 28 for Kremlin-loyal 
outlets — including foreign journalists — including faked witness testimonials about the course of the 
battle.© Andryushchenko separately reported that Russian occupation forces are increasingly 
restricting civilian movement in Mariupol and “resorting to physical coercion and blackmail” to force 
Ukrainian citizens to work for the occupation regime.’ 
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Assessed Control of Terrain Around 
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The Kremlin declared victory in Mariupol on April 21 after capturing the city besides Ukrainian holdouts in the 
encircled Azovstal Metallurgical Combine. Russian forces continued ground assaults on remaining Ukrainian 
defenders at Azovstal on April 27. Ukrainian forces engaged in small-scale street fights in the Left Bank District 
outside Azovstal on April 27. Russian war reporters filmed some Russian elements redeploying from Mariupol 
northward on April 24 and April 25. The Ukrainian General Staff notably did not mention Ukrainian defensive 
activity near the port of Mariupol or Primorsky District on April 22, indicating Russian clearing efforts. The 
Kremlin will spin the (still incomplete) capture of Mariupol into a major victory in Ukraine to compensate for 
stalled or failed Russian offensives elsewhere. 


* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks 
against but do not control. 
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Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts (Russian objective: Capture 
the entirety of Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies 
in Donbas) 


Russian forces made marginal advances in frontal assaults around Severodonetsk, Rubizhne, and 
Popasna on April 27 and continued to shell the entire frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff 
confirmed that Russian forces captured Novotoshkirske, a small town 25 km south of Severodonetsk, 
and attempted to advance further west.9 Russian forces advancing south from the Svatove area (west 
of Rubizhne) additionally captured the town of Zarichne.’° Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks 
in Avdiika, near Donetsk city.11 Russian forces are making slow progress on these multiple small axes 
of advance, likely due to their increasing use of concentrated artillery, but their ability to encircle 
Ukrainian forces and the extent to which they will be able to advance remain unclear. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv and Izyum: (Russian objective: Advance southeast to 
support Russian operations in Luhansk Oblast; defend ground lines of communication 
(GLOCs) to the Izyum axis) 


Russian forces in Izyum continued attacks on three lines of advance — southeast towards Slovyansk, 
southwest towards Barvinkove, and directly west away from Donetsk Oblast — on April 27.12 The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Nova 
Dmytrivka, towards Barvinkove, and repelled unspecified attacks towards Slovyansk.'3 The Ukrainian 
general Staff reported that elements of Russia’s 1st Guards Tank Army, 20th Combined Arms Army 
(CAA), 35th CAA, and 68th Army Corps are active on the Barvinkove front.14 Two Battalion Tactical 
Groups (BTGs) from the 76th Airborne Division — which was heavily damaged in fighting northwest 
of Kyiv — deployed from Belgorod, Russia, to the Izyum frontlines on April 27.'5 The Ukrainian 
Ministry of Defense additionally reported that two Iskander-M ballistic missile batteries, likely in part 
from the 20th CAA’s 448th Missile Brigade, deployed to Belgorod Oblast from an unspecified location 
on April 27.16 


Russian forces made territorial advances directly west of Izyum, capturing the town of Zavody and the 
outskirts of Velyka Komyshuvakha, 20km west of Izyum.?7 Russian forces west of Izyum most likely 
intended to pivot southwards and advance on Barvinvoke after completing the capture of Velyka 
Komyshuvakha, seeking to bypass Ukrainian defenses along the T2122 highway. These forces could 
alternatively attempt a deep encirclement of Ukrainian forces that is unlikely to succeed, as Russian 
forces pushing west of Izyum are moving away from the otherwise mutually-supporting Russian lines 
of advance roughly converging west of Severodonetsk. 


Russian forces continued to partially encircle Kharkiv and shell civilian infrastructure across the 
oblast on April 27.18 
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks 
against but do not control. 
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Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis (Objective: Defend Kherson against Ukrainian 
counterattacks) 


Russian forces continued to shell along the entire line of contact along the southern axis and reinforce 
forward positions in preparation for the likely resumption of offensive operations towards Mykolayiv 
and Kryvyi Rih on April 27.19 Ukrainian Ministry of Defense Spokesperson Oleksandr Motuzyanyk 
stated that elements of Russia’s 8th CAA, 49th CAA, 22nd Army Corps, coastal troops of the Black Sea 
Fleet, and airborne troops are reinforcing their forward positions and replenishing ammunition for 
further operations.2° The Ukrainian General Staff added that Russian forces are actively conducting 
aerial reconnaissance in likely preparation for offensive operations.2! Local fighting continued in the 
Mykolayiv direction, with Russian forces conducting failed attacks towards Tavriyske and Nova Zorya 
and Ukrainian forces reportedly recapturing Shyroke, Novopetrivka, and Lyubino, 50 km north of 
Kherson.?2 Russian forces are likely attempting to recohere forces to launch larger-scale offensive 
operations in the coming days to capture the entirety of Kherson Oblast, but successful Ukrainian 
counterattacks are likely delaying and disrupting Russian operations. 


Russian occupation forces continued preparations to announce the creation of a “Kherson People’s 
Republic” (KNR) amid widespread Ukrainian resistance. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on 
April 27 that Russian forces are printing ballots and conducting a census for a “referendum” and 
preventing civilians from leaving the occupied territories.23 Multiple Ukrainian government sources 
reported that Russian forces are taking several steps to crack down on possible resistance, including 
reports by the Pivden Operational Command on April 26 that Russian forces are appointing 
collaborators to local government positions; reports Rosgvardia forces stepped up filtration measures 
in Kiselivka and Stanislav; and reports that Russian forces are attempting to identify the places of 
residence of Ukrainian security personnel.2?4 Local social media users additionally shared footage of a 
large protest against the creation of the KNR in Kherson’s Freedom Square on April 27.25 The Kremlin 
likely intends to create further proxy states modeled on the DNR and LNR in Kherson and elsewhere 
to consolidate its control over occupied Ukrainian territory — both by creating an occupation 
government and by falsely claiming in negotiations that the territory is occupied by “independent” 
states, not Russian military forces. 
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks 
against but do not control. 


Note: Ukrainian forces claimed to have recaptured five unspecified settlements in Mykolaiv Oblast on April 24 
and eight unspecified settlements in Kherson Oblast on April 23. We expanded Ukrainian counteroffensives to 
Shyroke, Novopetrivka. and Lyubino in Mykolaiv Oblast based on official reports made on April 27. ISW will 
update our maps once open sources name the rest of the liberated settlements. 
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Russian forces also continued to prepare for a likely false-flag missile attack against the Moldovan 
territory of Transnistria, which is illegally occupied by Russian forces. The Kremlin mobilized 
Transnistrian proxy forces on April 27 as Russian state media began setting rhetorical conditions for 
the possible recognition of the self-styled Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic (PMR) in Transnistria. 
Russian media is increasingly reporting that Transnistria may need to “protect the interests of the 
republic” by declaring its independence, echoing language used by the Kremlin prior to its recognition 
of the DNR and LNR in mid-February.2° Ukraine’s Pivden Operational Command directly claimed on 
April 27 that Russian forces are preparing to conduct false-flag missile strikes into Transnistria to 
accuse Ukraine of attacking the unrecognized republic.27 Local Transnistrian officials and media 
reported unconfirmed gunshots and several claimed incidents of Ukrainian drones crossing into 
Transnistria; ISW cannot independently confirm these claims.28 The Ukrainian General Staff reported 
that Transnistria announced a “red level” of threat, increased the readiness of its forces, and 
strengthened checkpoint security on April 27.29 
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Note: Russia maintains two motorized rifle battalions (subordinate to the Russian Western Military District) and 
a command battalion in Transnistria in Tiraspol. It is unclear where these battalions are arrayed as of April 27, 
2022. 
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Supporting Effort #3—Sumy and Northeastern Ukraine: (Russian objective: Withdraw 
combat power in good order for redeployment to eastern Ukraine) 


There was no significant change in this area in the past 24 hours. 


Immediate items to watch 

e Russian forces attacking southeast from Izyum, west from Kreminna and Popasna, and north from 
Donetsk City will likely made steady but tactical gains against Ukrainian defenders. 

e Russian forces will likely attempt to starve out the remaining defenders of the Azovstal Steel Plant 
in Mariupol and will not allow trapped civilians to evacuate but may conduct costly assaults on 
remaining Ukrainian defenders to claim a propaganda victory. 

e Russian forces are likely preparing to conduct renewed offensive operations to capture the entirety 
of Kherson Oblast in the coming days. 

e Russia may continue false-flag attacks in and around Transnistria or might move to generate a 
more serious crisis in Transnistria and Moldova more generally. 
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